Introduced by Council Member Brown:
RESOLUTION 2012-274
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE COUNCIL’S SUPPORT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A HIGH CRIME AREA NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY CAMERA PROGRAM; URGING THE SHERIFF TO BUDGET FOR AND IMPLEMENT A HIGH CRIME AREA NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY CAMERA PROGRAM; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
thousands of families nationally, in Florida and in Jacksonville suffer within high crime area neighborhoods where fear and loss, both in property and in human safety, dominate these families existence; and

WHEREAS,
these families constantly cry out to law enforcement and their state and local leaders to find solutions, prevention and relief from their crime dominated existence; and

WHEREAS,
in the midst of this social despair, technology continues to advance at hyperbolic rates; and
WHEREAS,
one of the technological revolutions is the sphere of high tech surveillance cameras which provide high tech and high resolution observation and imaging; and

WHEREAS,
all throughout the nation, communities and neighborhoods are deploying surveillance cameras to prevent and deter criminal activity; and
WHEREAS, high tech surveillance cameras are not deployed for spying or secretive activities but rather are used in coordination with large signage warning of the existence of the video surveillance; and
WHEREAS,
the utilization of high tech surveillance cameras in high crime neighborhoods has deterred drug activity, gang activity, violent activity and prostitution since their installation in the past several years; and 

WHEREAS, the technology for these cameras allows for high definition images that can identify license plate numbers from a block and a half away and activity taking place within an automobile; some cameras can be tilted, panned and zoomed from remote locations, can interface with Ipads, Iphones and TV sets,  and can store images for up to 25 days; some cameras can discern eye color and some cameras have infrared emitters that can see in the dark; and

WHEREAS, as more neighborhoods have been discovering the benefits of high crime neighborhood camera surveillance, more requests for camera coverage have been submitted, with the only push-back being limitations on funding; and

WHEREAS, the implementation of high crime neighborhood camera surveillance is not governed by economic class, as prosperous and struggling neighborhoods alike, all suffering from criminal activity, have either independently installed the technology, or have worked with law enforcement in pursuit of this crime prevention tool; and

WHEREAS, the council finds that the installation of high tech surveillance cameras in high crime neighborhoods is a crime prevention tool of the present and the future that should be researched, funded and utilized in as many neighborhoods as possible; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

High Crime Area Neighborhood Security Camera Program Supported.  The City Council of the City of Jacksonville does hereby support the implementation of a high crime area neighborhood security camera program. The Sheriff of Duval County is urged to research the most effective use of neighborhood security cameras in high crime area neighborhoods, prepare a budget for same, and implement such a program at the earliest practicable opportunity.





Section 2. 
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/ Steven E. Rohan_______________
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Steven E. Rohan
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